
Warrawee Bowling Club 
Gallery of Presidents/Chairs 

 
 
This is a complete photographic record of the holders of the top office at the Club since 
its inception in 1907. 
 
In its early days, the Club was known as the Ku-ring-gai Recreation Club and 
remained so until 1923, when a Special General Meeting voted to change it to 
Warrawee Recreation Club. 
 
It was called a “Recreation Club” because, in addition to Lawn Bowls, the Club hosted 
other sports, including Croquet, Tennis and Cricket. At the time, the Club was able to 
conduct all of these sports simultaneously as it occupied a sprawling 4.25 acres (17,000 
square metres), covering its current site and surrounds. 
 
However, by 1928, Lawn Bowls had become the major sporting activity and the 
membership voted to change the name to Warrawee Bowling Club. 
 
From the start, the top office in the Club was known as President and the candidate was 
elected at each Annual General Meeting for a term of only one year. Following the 
conclusion of that year, the President was entitled to stand again, and most did. 
 
At some time in the 1950s, there appears to have been an understanding that no-one 
would serve for more than two consecutive years. This was never enshrined in any 
version of the Club’s Constitution but was adhered to by a “gentlemen’s agreement” (or 
whatever the gender-neutral equivalent is these days). 
 
In 1972, the men were joined by ladies with the founding of the Women’s Bowling Club 
and in 1989, the Croquet Club was formed. On each occasion, the Club’s Constitution 
was amended to incorporate the changes. 
 
At no stage has there ever been a constitutional impediment to a member of either 
Women’s Bowls of Croquet to holding the top office. However in reality, the office has 
always been held by a member of Men’s Bowls. 
 
Decades of serene conduct of these affairs were disrupted in 2013. A serious rift in the 
Club resulted in the sudden resignation of the President (Ian Salmon) and some of the 
other Directors. 
 
The Constitution had provisions in place for filling casual vacancies and the remaining 
Directors approached former President Bob Moran to fill the role of President again. Bob 
went about re-building the Board and “righting the ship” before moving along himself. He 
was followed by Roger Bromley, another Board appointee who was Vice President at 
the time. 
 
Roger and his Board presided over a major revision to the Constitution, to bring it in line 
with contemporary, corporate good practice. This was adopted by the membership on 
29th August 2015. 
 
 



 
Amongst other things, the new Constitution abolished the elected office of President and 
Roger’s tenure ended at the following Annual General Meeting. 
 
The office of President was replaced by Chairperson, who was not directly elected but 
was to be an appointment made by the duly elected Board of Directors, from amongst 
their number. 
 
The first appointment to this position, following the 2015 Annual General Meeting was 
retiring President Roger Bromley, who chose to use the title Chair rather than 
Chairperson which he thought was too formal. 
 
Roger declined to contest the 2016 election and the elected Directors appointed Brian 
Harris to the position of Chairperson/Chair. 
 
Subsequent Boards have not considered the previous two-year limit of tenure to be of 
any significance. 
 

 
This compilation of portraits was commenced some years ago by a Club member whose 
identity is not known to me. I have merely brought it up to date and transformed it into a 
digital format, adding a few minor details and flourishes along the way. 
 
It is interesting to note the quality and nature of the photographs. Privately-owned 
cameras were a rarity a century ago. 
 
The founding President Sam Nettleton was a very wealthy man and his photograph is 
obviously a studio portrait.  
 
The next five are photographs taken of pages from a newspaper or magazine. 
 
Following that, the portraits are a mixture of studio photographs and those taken by 
enthusiastic shutterbugs. 
 
I trust that this Gallery will continue to be maintained by my successors 
 
 
 
Hillar 
Secretary 
June 2020 
 

• An Asterix (*) under the photographs indicates Life Member 
 
 
 



 

  

NETTLETON S. (Sam) COSH T.F (Thomas) 

1907-16 1917-18 

    

  
RAND W.A. (William) GILDER W.A. (William) 

1919 1920-22 

  1925-27 



  
VICARS J. (James) CHARLTON W.R. (William) 

1923-24 1928-29 

    

  
OSWALD L.F.G. (Lewis) HOLLINGWORTH A.C. (Bert) 

1930-34 1935-37 

    



  

READ W.H. (William) JACKSON T. (Tom) 

*1938-41 1942-43 

    

  
CHRISTIE G. (George) HOLLIDAY-SMITH J.B. 

1944-47 1948-51 

    



  
BRECKENRIDGE J.W. (Wylie) NEWSON F.W. (Fred) 

*1952-53 *1954-55 

    

  
HART C.R. (Cedric) PRATTEN G.A. (George) 

*1956-57 *1958-59 

    



  
MATTHEWS W.S. CHOWN C.G. 

1960-61 1962-63 

    

  
RICHARDSON L.J. McCLYMONT D.W. 

1964-65 1966-67 

    



  
DOUGLAS R.A. (Ron) MILLARD R.M. (Ron) 

*1968-69 *1970-71 

    

  
MAKEPEACE D.J. (Des) COLLIE H.McP. (Hume) 

1972-73 *1974-75 

    



  
GREEN F.J. (Fred) JACKSON P.V. (Peter) 

1976-77 *1978-79 

    

  
LANDER C.H. CALLAGHAN B.B. (Bede) 

1980-81 1982-83 

    



  
DRYBURGH J.I. LYNCH G.J. (Greg) 

1984-85 *1986-87 

    

  
MALLIN K.P. (Ken) BIRD G. (Geoffrey) 

*1988-89 1990-91 

    



  
SAINSBURY K.J. (Kevin) TRUSKETT I.D. (Ian) 

*1992-94 1994-96 

    

  
MURPHY W.P. ROBERTS G.E. (Gareth) 

1996-98 1998-2000 

    



  
MORAN R.J. (Bob) METCALF H.S. (Ted) 

*2000-02 2002-04 

2013   

  
HELLYER R.J. (Rob) LOVELL P.H.T. (Peter) 

2004-06 2006-08 

    



  
SALMON I.L. (Ian) WOOD C.J. (Chris) 

2008-10 2010-12 

2012-13   

  
BROMLEY R.A. (Roger) HARRIS B.D. (Brian) 

2013-16 2016 

  

 

sonny
Typewriter
- Present


